








Merry
Christmas

Child SHARE
2009!

The photos directly above and on the
right are from the North Oklahoma
City Child SHARE Christmas Party,
hosted once again by New Cov-
enant UMC in Edmond. Top right:
Volunteers wait for Santa’s arrival to
pass out gifts. Above: Circle of Care
Board Member John Crooch helped
with registration. Bottom right: food
baskets for the families line the hall-
way outside the party.

Lifeline SPRING 2010

Once again it was a Merry Christmas for
Child SHARE families. Christmas parties
were held in Tulsa, Oklahoma City, Lawton
and Ponca City last December. The top
photo is from the Tulsa Child SHARE party.
Volunteers provided gifts for all the children
of Child SHARE families, and Santa Claus
came to deliver them personally.

“This is for me?”

Faun Goodwin

Child SHARE
Volunteer Sees
Program Impact

Editor’s Note: The following e-mail mes-
sage was passed on to us from one of our
Child SHARE volunteers in Enid, after
delivering welcome baskets for the first
time...

All'T can say is, WOW! What an
experience! I delivered baskets to the 3
and 5y/o siblings this evening, and it was
incredible. The little boy (3y/0) just kept
saying, “This is for ME? This is MINE?”
He got more excited by the second. The
little girl was much quieter, but smiled
and both said a big THANK YOU. It just
felt like that for a little bit, things were
just fine in their world. So, I just wanted
to pass on the Thank You to you for get-
ting things started here in First Church
so that I could share that small/huge
moment with them.

--Faun Goodwin




repairing, even if the women had the money. And they don't.

dren to school, child care and other activities.
Is Your Car...

4. Currently in the Tulsa/Oklahoma area?

less family.

ous gift, it is a life preserver.

Make a Difference: Donate Your Car to Pearl’s Hope

One of the most significant barriers to finding and keeping employment is that of unreliable transportation. Many families
enter our Transitional Housing program with no car or cars that soon break down. Most of these cars are not worth the cost of

Pearl’s Hope will pass on your donated car to a needy family who will be able to transport themselves to work and their chil-

1. In working condition and without the need of major repairs?
2. Able to be driven by you to a drop location in Tulsa or Oklahoma City?2
3. Wholly owned by you, and you have a clear title for the car you are donating?

If so, please contact Julia McDonald at (918) 583-9506 x203 to discuss the benefit and details of donating your car to a home-

January 26, 2010, just four months affer moving into her new apartment, Amber’s car officially died in the middle of the
highway. We will not think about the money already spent on replacing the water pump, or the tail-lights after someone rear-
ended her, or the two new fires just put on. She has to get her toddler boys to daycare, her daughter to elementary school,
herself to her second semester of college classes, and everyone home again. Living off $400 a month, there is barely enough
money for gasoline, much less a car payment. For women like Amber, your donation of a well-running car is more than a gener-

Mark Your Calendar - Notable Dates in History

By Don Batson
President/CEO

Too often, we mark our calendars with birthdays, doctor’s
appointments or holidays; you know, those things coming up that
we want to remember, those things we feel are important and
don’t want to forget. Today, I would like you to look towards some
dates that will forever be important and that, as members of a faith
based community, we should never forget. If most of the dates lean
toward Methodists, you must forgive me the indulgence. So, let’s
remember these dates:

March 25, 1740 - George Whitefield, an early Methodist evan-
gelist, was just 25, when he established an orphanage in the
newly-founded colony of Georgia. Whitefield called the orphanage
Bethesda, which means “House of Mercy”, for he hoped many acts
of mercy would take place there. On this date, construction began
on the orphanage which remains the oldest continually operating
children’s program in America.

April 9th, 1874 - Etta Wheeler was a Methodist social worker
who brought about the first case against child abuse in the U.S. In
1874, she discovered that Mary Ellen Wilson, a nine-year-old girl
was being cruelly tortured by her stepparents. Since there were no
laws against child abuse at the time and although she went to the
police, the courts, and the church, Wheeler was powerless to stop
the abuse. She then turned to Henry Bergh, the founder of the
American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, who
obtained custody of Mary Ellen on this date. Bergh intervened and
stopped the abuse only by bringing the little girl before a judge and
invoking the laws against abusing animals. Thanks to Wheeler and
Bergh, the first child protection laws came into existence.

April 11, 1816 - Richard Allen became the first black bishop of
the African Methodist Episcopal church in the United States on this
date. Allen was the first black minister to be ordained in the United

States when he was ordained by Francis Asbury 17 years earlier in
1799.

May 1st, 1850 - On this date 23 elderly people paid $1 per week
in the first home for the aged under the auspices of the Methodist
Episcopal Church in New York City.

May 1865 - William Booth was a British Methodist preacher who
founded The Salvation Army and became its first General (1878-
1912). The Christian movement, founded in this month, has spread
from London, England, to many parts of the world and is known
for being one of the largest distributors of humanitarian aid.

September 18, 1889 - Hull House, Chicago’s first and the nation’s
most influential settlement house, was established by Jane Addams
and Ellen Gates Starr on the Near West Side on this date.

September 20, 1854 - Rev. Charles Loring Brace, a 26 year old
Congregational minister concerned with the growing number of
“homeless” children he saw wandering the streets of New York,
joined together with other “reformers” and founded the Children’s
Aid Society and organized the first Orphan Train. The first “train”
went out from The Children’s Aid Society on this date, with 46 ten-
to-twelve-year-old boys and girls. So, this first group was America’s
tirst “foster children”

November 19, 1997 - The Adoption and Safe Families Act (ASFA,
Public Law 105-89) was enacted on this date in an attempt to cor-
rect problems that were inherent in the foster care system that
deterred the adoption of children with special needs.

October 1st, 1980 The Adoption Assistance and Child Welfare Act
of 19802 provided the first Federal subsidies to encourage the adop-
tion of children from the nation’s foster care system beginning on
this date.

As we look forward to tomorrow’s challenges, let us not forget to
look back and celebrate those who have gone before us in our min-
istry. May God’s Grace be with you always.
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David and Laura Bedl
Helmerich Family Foundation
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Gold Sponsors

Ralph and Linda Harker
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Cole, Paine & Carlin Insurance

Platinum Sponsors A Special Thank You to These
Friends of Children Sponsors:

TOP NEEDS LIST vou canN mAKE A DIFFERENCE

UNITED METHODIST
BOY’S RANCH

(18] 4875281

Square bales of Alfalfa

Leather gloves, cowboy hats,
boots, riding helmets, etc.

Twin bedding (adolescent boys), lamps
wildlife pictures, home furnishings

Gift cards (Wal-Mart, Lowes, Staples,
JC Penney, Tractor supply, etc.)

Appliances (washers/dryers,
refrigerctors, mowers, etc.)

Outdoor propane grills, large
electric skillets, large griddles,
large pots & pans

Ranch equipment (tractor, backhoe,
balers, sprayers, etc.)

Equine tack, fishing equipment,
outdoor sporting equipment,
indoor board games

Kitchen “stuff” (towels, pot holders,
cookie sheets, utensils, knives,
storage and serving bowls with
lids, plastic drinking glasses,
coffee maker, electric can opener,
industrial brooms and mops)

Personal hygiene items for
adolescent boys (body wash,
deodorant, toothpaste, shaving
cream, disposable razors,
shampoo, conditioner)
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UNITED METHODIST
CHILDREN’S HOME

(218) 4566166

Golf cart batteries (6) and
golf cart tires (4)

Multiple metal carports

16" utility trailer

New lightweight blankets (twin
size) and bed pillows

New carpet for multiple buildings

Attic insulation

Lowe's or WalMart gift cards

Teenage girls new clothing
(larger sizes)

Large appliances

Heavy duty large commercial
paper shredder

PEARL’'S HOPE
(918] 583-9506
New bathroom and bed linens

New or very gently-used
household items

Chest of drawers

Beds (twin, full, queen)
Sofas, living room chairs
Dining tables/chairs

Gas cards for fuel assistance

Gift cards for birthdays, Christmas
Diapers
High chairs and other infant needs

CHILD SHARE

[405) 4636626

Pre-school Bibles

Car seats

Briefs size 2T, 3T, 4T, and
6 (boys and girls)

Pull-ups size 2T-3T and
4T-5T (boys and girls)

Fisher-Price digital camera

Infant toys

HOLSINGER HOME
(580) 2337158
Bubbles and outdoor toys
for summer months
Disney and other family DVD/
videos for the winter months
Playstation Il games (rated
E for everyone), GameBoy
games, Wii games
WalMart gift cards
Educational games for computer
AR Children’s book series

ADMINISTRATIVE

(405) 5302078

Office supply gift cards

Gift cards: Department or party stores
Ink jet and laser cartridges

Buff colored locking file cabinets
Fireproof locking file cabinets

Stamps

Color laser printer

INDEPENDENT LIVING
(918) 4566166
Digital cameras

Quality, fuel efficient,
dependable vehicles

Copy machine
New carpeting and wood flooring

2 or 3 large lightweight (plastic)
folding table and chairs

Rocking chairs or patio furniture
Gift cards to WalMart or Lowe's

Appliances (stoves, refrigerators,
dishwashers, microwaves,
washers and dryers)

Heavy duty industrial vacuum cleaner
2" White Faux Wood Mini Blinds -
30: size 42" wide X 63" tall
8: size 34" wide X 52’ tall
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1501 NW 24th Street, Svite 214
Oklahoma City, OK 73106-3635
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www.circleofcare.org

Ministering to Oklahomass children, youth and families
through residential and foster care since 1917

Sat May 15" 2010
12:00-4:00 pm

pening Ceremony

pm—Silent Auction

12:15-3:30 pm-Youth Tale

This year’st
event will feature
will also bring out
Concessions willbe avai
individuals that would like
compete cancall Sandra@
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